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A s tlldy was made o f  the necatur Public .Schools bds ic 
skills summer school progL·arn to determine i f  payi ng st.idents 
to attend the summer school session had an y effect on th e 
student. 
Two areas considered in the study were: 
1. Was there any improvement in the at tendance records 
the follow iug s chool year for the fifty-three junior and 
high school s tu<len�s involved. 
2. Was there ciny decreas e in the suspension rate o f  
the twenty- two high school students . 
Stude n t  attendance and s u spension records were c ompared 
for the 1977-78 sch ool yean and the 1978-79 school year. 
A t-te st was used to det ermine i f  th ere was any signficant 
dif ference i n  at tendance or suspen s ion rates for the two 
ye a r s .  
There was n o  sign i f i cant di f fe rence at t h e  .05 l evel 
of confide nce for any o[ the groups s tud ied. The students 
i n vo l ved i n  the study showed no 5ign ficant change as a 
result o f  compensation to attend the summer school program. 
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CHl.i,.PTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Backgr_oul}_a__ oLthe Pro'QJ.:.f.J!l 
More than one-h al f  of all un emp l oyed Ame ri can s are unde r 
the age of twenty-four arid the Uni ted St ates has mo re than 
s even hundred thousand teenagers drop ou t of s chool every 
year w ith ou t  e arning a hi gh school diploma. Most of the 
young people drop o ut o f  sclrool bec ause they s ee n o  meaning 
i n  the educa tion which i t  provides.1 
The d rop out rate f or high schoo l studen t s i n  the Decatur 
School Di stri ct dur i n g  the 1977-78 school year¢ was 9.4% 
based on a Se ptembe r a verage monthly enrol lment o f  5,576 
studen ts. Another 18.6% a re suspende d  from h i gh school at 
lea s t  once yearly for behavi or or ·other relate d probl ems . 
Th e averag e  numbe r o f  days a high school s tude nt i s ab sen t 
from school is 9 ,  whi l e  a junior high student misses appr oxi-
mate l y seven d ays a year. 
In an attempt to impr ove t his s i tuation l o ca l l y, the 
Deca t u r  School D i str i ct became invo lve d with the Cornprehen-
sive Emp l oymen t  Train i ng Ac t person ne l dur i ng the summer, 
( 
1978, t o  create a summer educati onal expe r ience that 
1or. Worthing t o n, "Youth Un emp l oyment Legi s lat i o n  Seeks 
A So l ut i on , "  Industrial Eciucation. December, 1977, p. 5. 
Pa_ge .2 
emphas ize<l basic skill training. Ninety-six students . from 
ages fourteen to twenty-one years of age participate in the 
program and were paid $2.65 an hour for each hour of at ten-
dance. 
Need for the Study 
According to a report by the Comptroller Generci.1: 
The summer youth program i·s the largest of 
seve ral youth employment and training programs. 
About seven hundred f ifty...;.f ive mill ion dol lars 
was. obligated to enroll approximately one million 
youths in the 19 78 program. The program has 
grown substantial ly since 1975 when about three 
hundred nine ty-one Million dollars was obligated 
to serve seven hundred sixteen thousa nd two hund 
red enrollees. 2 
· 
.. 
The large investment of �oney and time creates concern 
over whether programs such as this are worth the cost. 
According to the Comptroller f'::reneral's report more effective 
management was needec1 to i ITJp rove the quality of the Smmner 
Youth Emp l oym ent Program. The re por t also stated: 
The Department of Labor's Summer Program for 
Economically Disadvantaged Youth had an admirable 
objective to provide youths meaningful work tasks 
and training to develop th�ir ski lls and enhance 
their future employahil ity However, the Depart­
ment's efforts t o  assure th at state and local 
governments were operating quality programs were 
not very· successful at the sites the General 
Accounting Office visited. 3 
The General Accounti ng Off ice recommended that Congress 
assure itsel f that the Depar tmen t of Labor had take n 
2R eport by the Comptro ller General of the United States, 
"More Effective Management Is Needed to Improve the Quali ty 
of the Summer Youth Emp loyment Program," February 20, 1977, 
( General Accounting Office, Washington), p. ii. 
3Ibid. 
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corrective action before considerinq any expansions of the 
4 program. 
Little research has been done in the area of compensat­
ing students to attend school and its subsequent effect on 
their attendance or suspension r ates. This is an area that 
needs to be �esearched. 
Statement of the Proble� 
The problem of the stud y is to compare the attendance 
and suspension records of the students for the 1978-79 
school year � t� the attendance and suspension recorrls for 
the 1977-78 school year. 
This study will compare the attendance records for the 
two school years of twenty-two high school students anrl 
thirty-one junior high school students who participated in 
the Decatur School District's basic skills summer school 
program. A comparison will arso be made of the suspension 
records for the twenty-two high school students. 
The study will answer the following questions: 
1. Do the students' attendance records improve after 
participating in the program? 
2. Do the high school s�udents have fewer suspensions 
than they had in the previous year? 
Hypotheses 
The following null hypotheses were tested: 
1. N o  significant difference at the .05 level of 
significance wi ll occur between the 1977-78 s chool year and 
the 1978-79 s chool year a ttendance records for the gro�ps 
of junior high and high school s t udents. 
2. No signif icant difference at the .05 level of signi­
fi cance wil� occur between the 1977-78 and 1978-79.suspension 
reco rds for high school students. 
Defini tion o f  Terms 
CETA--A p rogram des i gned to provide t ra i ninq, employment, 
and other ser vi.ces t o  econ omic�lly d i s advan taged, unemployed, 
and underemployed per son tq lead to self-sufficient unsub­
sidized employment.5 CETA is an abbrevi ation for Compre hen -
sive Emp l oyment Training Act. 
YE DPA - - T his legislati on provirled authority and funds to 
serve needy youth and amended. CETA to include addi tiona l 
prog rams f or youth. Its purpose was to immediately employ 
and increase the futu re employability of young pe rsons be-
tween the ages of sixteen and twenty-three. The new law 
wa s to coordi nate and improve the existing career de velop-
men t  and t raining pro9ram �nd to tes t new approache s to 
s olving the employment prob lems of youth . A f u nd amen tal 
aim o f  YEDPA i s  .knowledge development, " i. e. , to learn 
na t i ona l ly, as wel l a s  l ocal l y , how best to assist <li sad-
vantaged and othe r  youth t o  overcome ba r r iers t o  completing 
5Employment and T r aining Adminis t ra t i on, Comprehensive 
Employment and Training Act, Review and Oversight, Decem9._e r 
5, 1975, (Washingt on: G overnment Pr int ing O ff ice), p. 1. 
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h i gh school, to enter the wor l d  o f  work, a n d  to ac.hieve job 
6 stabi l i ty and advancemen t. YEDPRA is an abb revia t i on 
f o r  Youth Emp l oymen t and Demon strat i on Projec t s  Ac t. 
YETP-- The You th F.mp l oymen t and Trai n i ng Program is one 
pa rt of the YEDPA . It i s  dP.s i g ned to make a l ong-term 
impact on youth unemploymen t thr ough care e r  opportunities 
and train i n g  and suppo r t ive s e rv ic es as are needed to aid 
youth s fourte e n  through twen ty- one in completi ng school, 
and/o r  secu ring un sub s i dized emp l oyme n t. The YETP autho r i zes 
the same ty pes o f  act i v i t i e s  f o r  you th as a re a l l ow ed and 
cu rren t l y  funded un der Tit le 1 ·of CETA. The i ntent is to 
improve the c oorrlination add qualifications of such 
. . 7 service s .  
SPEDY--The Summe r Program f o r  Economically Di sadvan t aged 
Youth is the s ummer a spect o f  CF.TA f o r  young people . Its 
purpo se i s  t o  pro v i de job traininq and other services th at 
w i ll l ead to maximum employment opportun iti es and e nhance 
th e self-su f f ici ency hy establishin g a flex ible and decen­
trali zed system of Federal, Sta te and loc al prog rams.8 
6u.s. Department of Labor Employmen t and Trai n i ng 
Administrat ion, A Planning Charter for the Youth Employ­
ment and Demon strat ion Project s Act of 1977, August, 1977, 
(Washington), p. 18 
7 . Ibid., P. 17; 
8u.s., Cong re s s Report, 95th Cong., (May 16, 1977), 
No. 95-174, p. 3 1. 
CHAPTER II 
RELATED LITERATURE 
Introduction 
The l i terature reviewed i n  th i s  chapter. focu ses on 
( 1) the a dmi nis t ra t i on of the s umme r  school program and 
th e s tuden t selection p rocess, ( 2) other method s employed 
ln the Deca t u r  School D i stri c t s  t o  reduce abs enteeism 
and suspens i on s, an d ( 3) a br ie f h is tory of the SPEDY 
.. 
program . 
Ba s i c  Skills Summer School Program 
The De cature Sc hool Dist r i ct o r i g i nally became invo lved 
with the CETA personnel d u r i n g  the summe r, 1 9 7 7 ,  t o  create 
a summer educa tional prog ram tha t emphas ized bas i c  skill 
trainin g f o r  d isadvantaged you th. The program wa s repea ted 
d uring the s ummer o f  1978 w i th n inety-s ix studen ts whose 
ages were f r om f our teen to twenty- one years of age. Fifty-
nine of th e s t uden ts were in junior high s chool and th i r ty-
seven we re i n  high school. 
The selection p r o cess for the s umme r program involved 
the names o f  i n te rested s tuden t s  being suhm i t ted by sch ool 
counselors t o  indica t e  t ha t  the s tuden t s  was in nee d  of the 
program. The income level of the pa rents of t h e  r e c ommended 
s tu dent also had to mee t  the f e d e ral income poverty guide-
lines. The s t udent and h i s  or her paren t had to go to the 
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CETA o f fice f or financi a l  c onsider ation. A f t e r  eva luation 
at the CETA o f f  i c e  the particlpan t s  in the progr am were 
s e l ecte d  on the b asis of the in come guidelines and the 
s t ud en ts need for bas ic academi c he lp. 
The re were two l eve ls o f  program s . The first l e ve l was 
for studen t s  who were fourteen anq fi f teen ye a rs of age. 
The fi f t y-nine junior high school students at tended classes 
at Mound and Roos eve l t  Middle School s .  The cl a s s e s  met 
from 8:00 A .M. to i2:00 P.M. an d  the s tudents we re paid an 
ho ur ly wage o f  $2. 6 5. 
Th e second leve l was for s tudent s  between the ages of 
sixteen and twenty-one. Th't:? thirty- s even s tuden ts in this 
p r ogram a t tended c l asses at E i senhower H i gh School and 
MacAr t h u r  High S chool from 8:00 A.M. to 12:00 P . M .  From 
12:30 to 2:30 P . M. the s tudents took p art in a work program 
which provided a t otal day of six hours. For the two hours 
of work th e students a lso rece ived $2.65 per hour. 
Classses met for eigh t weeks beginning ,Tune 13, 1978 
and ended August 5, 1978, with July 4, 1978, being a holiddy. 
The Lota l number of days in cl as s w as thirty-nine. 
The curricu l um for· the four teen anc� fifteen yea r old 
students emphasi zed s choo l s urvival skills: reacting, 
lis t e ning , vocabu l a ry, speaking, w ritin g, n o t e  taking, 
t e s t  takin g, addition, s ubtraction, multiplication, and 
division. Students a lso ha.d an oppor.tunity t o  re cej_ve a bas i c 
industrial art and· phy sica·l education experience to enrich 
the curriculum and prov ide for a b r e ak i n  the r emedial ba sic 
. skills program! 
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For t he s ixte en t o  twenty-one year o l d  studen t the em-
phas is was on bas ic ski l ls incl ud i ng the areas of Rngl i s h 
languaye arts dnd mathematics. Other areas of prac t i ca l 
application for every day living were also cove red . These 
incl uded writi ng checks, establishing a savin qs account, 
under s tand i ng how Social Securi ty works, and learn�ng how 
to fill out income tax forms. 
The f ramework o f  both level s of programs was conducted 
in a job-or i ented ·atmos phere with emphasis p l ac.:e on t i me 
manag�ment, res ponsibility, organization o f  task, and tech­
nique for followi ng ins t ru c t ion s .9 
.. 
Me th ods Employed In the Decatur School Distr i ct 
To Reduce Absentee i sm and suspen s ion s 
There a r e  thre e progr ams in the Dec atur S chool Distr ict 
to a t t empt t o  reduce s tude n t  abs ente e i sm and s uspen s i ons . 
They are ( 1) the Truant s Alt ernative Program, (2) S e c ondary 
. 
Adjustmen t, and (3) Future Un l imited . 
Truants Altern at ive Pr ogram 
1978-79 was the third year o f  opera tion for the Truants 
Alternative Program f o r  Macon County whi ch is funded by the 
Il lin o i s  O f f ice of Edu c ation . 
The program is designed to serve those studen ts who 
are chron i cal ly t ruan t and have been re f erred to the pro-
gram by the a t tendance off icers of Macon County and of 
Decatur School Distri c t  #61. 
9cETA Summer S chool Edu ca tion and Work Trainina Program, 
De c at u r  Publi c Schoo l s, no author, 1977, p. 1. 
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The ohject of the proqrarn is to reduce the nunber· of 
students in Macon Cou nty who are chronically truant. Con­
comitant objectives are: (a) to increase average daily 
attendance with resulting financial gain for the school 
distr ict and (2) to change s tudent a nd parent attitud es 
thro�gh personal, social, educational, a nd vocational 
co unseling . 
After the staff of the s chool works to keep each student 
in school and to prevent tru ancy, t he p rincipal may refer 
the chronically truant or the d eveloping t ru ant to the 
appropriate attendance office r o f  Macon County o r Dec atur 
Scho o l  District #6 1. • 
The attendance Officer then works with the student to 
attempt to solve the problem and to keep the s t udent in 
regular attendance. If the attendance officer's efforts 
are not s uccessful, the stud ent may be referred to the 
Director of the Truants Alternative Program. 
To be referred a stud ent must.be between the ages o f  
seven and sixteen, with primary emp has is given to g rades 
seven through twelve. The s tudent must be a c hronic 
truant. A chr oni c tru ant , by state definition, i s  one who 
is absent without val id cause for fifteen out o f  ninet y con­
secutive s cho o l  days. If a student's past and present 
records indicate that he or she would be a chronic t ruant 
if pre s ent attendan ce patterns we re continued, he or she may 
be refer red pr ior to f ifteen days of absence. 
By the t ime a student has been refer r� d to the Truan t s  
Alternative Program he o r  she has already been the recipient 
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of many efforts expenoed in his or her behalf and is'a 
"hard core" truant student. 
For each referred truant or potential truant, a case-
worker is assigned. The caseworker will conduct interviews 
with the s tudent, the student's parent's or guardians, and 
the school personnel.to obtain as much information·as 
pos sible ab�ut the student, the prqhlem, and approaches 
tried. The caseworker �valuates the situation and pl ans 
a coun;e of act.ion to be followed in an attempt to resol ve 
the problem. 
The plan of action may inc l ud e intensive personal 
couns eling, family counsel t ng, educational and ·vocational 
counseling, personal encouragement, temporary alternatives 
such as home s tudy or tutoring, involvement of .other 
community resources, or other approaches thought to be 
desirable for the specif i c case. The caseworker strives 
to develop a good working relationship wit� tPe student, 
the parents1 and the school. 
The plan of action is designed to return the student 
to his or her regular clas s room and to mlniinize furthe r 
absences. During the 1977-78 s chool year and during the 
first half of 1978-79 appro ximately 70% of all students 
r�ferred to the program i1nproved their dtt�ndcince. In some 
cases the improvement was small. The remaining percent 
. 10 of the student either failed to gain or actually lost.· 
lOTruants Alternatlve Program, Macon· County Enucational 
Service Region, Howard E. Brown, Regional Superintendent of 
S chools, 1978, pp. 103. 
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Secondary Adjus tment Program 
The Seconda ry Adjustment Program operated by Decatur 
Publ ic S chool s is a progr am for s tudents in grades seven to 
twe l ve who h ave disp l ayed ext reme in approp riate beh aviors 
in thei r regu l a r  sc hool s et ting. 
Before referri n g _a s t uden t to the program the home 
s chool must exhaust all resources ayailable to it, in 
correctin g the student's problem . If the school h as no 
success·in remediating the beha vior of the student, t h e  
studen t is referred to the Dire ctor o f  Secondary Educat i on . 
The Director reviews t he c a s e  wi t h  the home school and then 
mee t s  w i th the s tuden t and "'his o r  her parents. If the 
Di rec t or thi nks that Sec onda ry Adjus t ment i s  appropriate, 
he refers the student to the Special Educat i on flepartment . 
The Speci al Educati on Department then holds a s taffing that 
i nvolves the h ome s ch ool and the oarent(s). If it is the 
concensus of the s ta f f ing , the st udent i s  decla red eligible 
for Secondary Adju s tmen t and placement follow s .  
A t o t a l  of f orty s tuden t s  were en rolled i n  Secondary 
Adjus tmen t during 1978-79, however, not all were enrolled at 
any gi ven ti me. 
An individual educa t ion pl an is deve l oped for each stu­
dent t h a t:s pec i fies the beh a vior to be correc t e�, length 
of time anticipated for remedia t.i.on, parent involvement, 
and consequen ce s if the stud e n t  fai l s  t o  c ooperate. The 
program is in ten ded to be short term, and the Majority of 
the st ude n ts are i n  t he prog ram l ess t h an a year . The 
student con tinues to be enrolled in his home school. 
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Statisti cs indicate that about half of the students 
succeed in a regu l a r  s ch ool se t t ing once t hey retu rn from 
Secon dary Adjus tment. Some contin ue t o  rece i ve s uppo rt 
f r om s chool s uppor t  personnel. The othe r  fi fty per cen t of 
the s tude n t s  may en ter another alternative program, with­
draw f rom school and e n t e r  th e wo rld of work, or be assi gned 
t o  t he Dep artment o f  Co rrections .
11 
Future s Un l imited 
The· Fu t u res Unlimited program is sponsored by Howard E. 
Brown, Macon County Reg i onal Super i n tenden t of Schools, 
th rough t ht:: u s e· o f  CETA f un ds . It i s  in its third year of 
operation and has a commitment t o  se rve at least forty 
students per yea r . 
The prima ry go al of t h e  progr am is prepa r ation f or the 
Gen e r al Edu c a t ion Deve l opmen t tes t, but i t  a lso serve s a s  
a c en ter for s tudents who have dr opped out of high sch o o l  
· and wi s h  to make up c redi t . If a s tude n t  succes sful l y  
comple tes a s emester o f  work upon returning t o  high school, 
t h e  previ ou s credit earned at Futures Un l imited will t hen 
be credited toward graduat i on . 
The s choo l  day is three hours per ddy arid the student 
takes one or two subjects. The l ongest th a t  a st udent can 
stay i n  the progr am is s ix month s .
12 
11spec ial Educati on P roqr ams Handbook, Macon-Piatt 
Spec i a l  Edu caliori District, p. 38. 
12 Statements by Mike Wil kes, employee Fut ures Unlimited, 
personal inter.vi ew, Deca tur, Illi nois, Augu s t  8, 1979. 
' 
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History of Summer Proaram 
F or Employing Disadvantaged Youth 
Before CETA was enacted in 1973, the summer youth pro-
gram was one component of the Neighbor hood Youth C orps · 
program which was authori z ed by the Econ omic Opportunity 
Act.of 1964. The Neighborh ood Yout h C orps summer program 
was primarily intended to help high s chool age low-income 
yo uths remain in s ch oo l by providing the111 with summer 
employment. The r.es p onsihi li ty fur the program was trans-
ferred fr om the Of flee of E conomic Opportunity t o  the 
Department of Labor ih 1964 . 1
3 
When Pr es i dent Nix on sig n ed CETA on December 18, 1973, 
"' 
it was the cu lmina t i on of n early five years of effort on 
the part of C ong ress, the executive branch of the Federal 
Government, and public interest groups to produce manpower 
ref orm that was a�ceptable t o  all groups.14 
Afte r CET A was enacted , t�e N eig hb oci1o od Youth Corps 
was dropped and the summer program for youth became knuwn 
as SPEDY. Its primary purpose was to pro.vide w ork experience 
for ec on omic ally disadvantaged youths dur in9 the sm,1rne1· to 
enhance their future employability. These part-tim� summer 
jobs, w-hich normally pay the minimum wage, were with hospitals, 
schools, libraries, conu unity service a4encies, and other 
primate nonprofit agencies and groups. 
13Report by the Comptroller Generdl, p. 1. 
14u.s. Department of Labor, Manpower Administration, 
A New Appr oach l o  Manpower, (Washi n-ton, 1974), p. 2. 
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The prograM is directe d at economically <lisadv�ntaged 
youths between the ages of fourt een and twenty-one ye ars of 
age . It i s  aimed at all segments of the disadvantaq�d 
population, but especially at dropouts, potential dropout6, 
and other in-school youth who are l ikely to encounter 
employment barriers becal.lse of t heir work aptitude, atti-
tude, and social adjustment. 
SPEDY has the largest enrollmenl of lhe several youth 
e mployment and trdining programs • .  About one million youths 
participated tn the 1978 summer youth ernployMent program. 
On August.5, 1977, President Carter signed into law 
the Youth Employmeut and l,)emo1 stration Projects Act of 
1977 (YEDPA). This legislation provide d authority and 
funds for new programs for needy youth. It a'mendec1 CETA. 
The Youth Employment and Demonstration Projects Act 
of 1977 author.i..zed four other.programs which, ·collectively, 
served an estimated 3�0,000 ;out hs durin� f i scal 1978.15 
The purpose of these new programs is to immediatel y  
empl oy and incre ase the employability of persons ages 
sixteen to twenty�three • .  The ne w law seeks to improve 
and coordinate e xisting coreer development and e mpl oyment 
training programs. 
YEDPA provides funds for fouc different programs: 
( 1) the Youth Adult Conservation Corps, ( 2) Yout11 Incentive 
Entitlement Pi lot Projects, (e) Youth Conunmii ty Co11se1·valion 
and Improvement Proje ct.:;, and (4) Youth Employment an<l 
15 Report by the Comptroller General, pp. 2 ,3. 
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Training·Proqrams. 
It. i s  t.hrougL the l atter program, the Youth Empl oyment 
and Traini ng Program that t he Decat ur Sc hool Di s t r i ct 
rece i ves the funds used i n  th� basi c sk ills surune r s chool 
program. 
Th e YETP is desi gned f .or youth ages fourteen to twenty-
one and i s  to provi de a bro ad range_ of e mployment· a.nd 
training s ervices. 
Pa rti c i pat i ng �outh are providea ne c essary trdining and 
suppor t ive s ervices to s ecure un s ubs idized. empl oyment in 
the private and public ·s ec tors. The t r a ining and s u ppor tive 
services i n c l ude o c cupatiod coun s e l ing, school- t o-work 
t ra n s ition, ba s ic l i terarcy, h i gh s chool equiv�l en cy, 
on - t he-job training, job devel opmen t and pl acement . All 
programs under this T i t l e  provide for coordination with 
loc al educ a t io11al agenc i es, pos t -sec ondary schools , 
busi ne s s, labor and community based organi zat i ons, o t her 
youth progr ams apprenti cesh i p  training and the employment 
service s ystem. 
16. •, . Wor t hingt on, p .  5 .  
CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
The I ntrod ucti on 
T h e  pr ocedu res used in t his st udy a re d etai led in the 
f o ll owi ng secti ons: {a) Ge nera l Pr oc edures, (2) Population 
of t he Study, (3) Sample of the St udy, �4) Statistica l 
Ana lysis, and ( 5 )  Summary. 
Ge neral "Pr oced ure s 
T his st udy w as c onducted i n  t he Deca tur Sch ool District 
in the summer of 1979 . Fifty-ni ne st udents who t ook part in 
a basic skil ls pr og ram d uring the summer, 1978, we re ,studied. 
Pe rmis si on t o  c onduct t he st udy wa s ob tai n ed f r om the 
Mac on C ounty CETA office w hic h rec eived appr ova l fr oill the 
Departm ent of Lab o r's Chicag o branc h office. 
Stu<le nts who had dropped ot transf er red fr om t he bas.ic 
skil ls summer pr ogram we re eliminated. fr om the .. 
1:!tudy. The 
ide n tifi catio n numb ers of th� r ema ining st ud ents were ob­
tain ed by a man ual searc h of the 1977-78 �ch ool <listrict 
cons us. Ari.y student wh o was not e nr olled th e e ntire sch ool 
y ear was eliminated fr om the study. 
T h e  attend ance informati on f or the 1978-79 scho ol year 
was obtained by a manual search of t he 1978-79 school 
district. census rep ort. On c e  again, any student who was not 
e n r ol l ed t h e  e ntir e sc ho o l  y ear w as e liminated from t he study. 
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A't-tes t was· us ed to de termine if ther e wa s a ny si gnifi­
cant difference between the attendance f or th e two s ch ool 
ye ar s . f or a l l  high s c hool s t uden t s, f emale high s c ho o l  
s tud ent s, ma le high school s tuden ts, al l juni or high st ud ent, 
ma l e  j uni or hig h stud ents and f ema l e  j uni or high st ud ents. 
To obtai n  suspension in fo rmati on on the high school 
st ud e n ts a ma.n ua l  s earc h was mad e by ide ntifi ca ti on numbers 
of th e s ch o o l  district s usp e n sio n �ep or t f or both s ch o o l  
years. ·suspe nsi ons i n  the D eca tur S ch oo l  District were of 
tw o lypts: (a) i n-s cho o l  a nd ( 2) out-of-school. The 
number of days and ho urs f or ea·ch st. ud en t wer e  listed 
acc ordi ng t o  wh eth er it wag a n  in- sch ool or out-0f- sch ool 
s usp e n si o n. 
A t-t es t was us ed to de termine if there was a ny signi­
fic an t  diff ere nc e i n  th e suspension r a te s  for th e . high 
sc hool s t ud en t s  f or the two years. Th e t-t e st was d on e  by 
total hig h schoo� students f or in- sc hoo l suspensions a nd 
ou t- of-sch ool susp ensi o ns. 
No st atistical a naly si s wa s d on e with t� e junior high 
student s sus p e nsi on rates. Th e s tud en ts had an insignifi­
c ant number o f  slispe:nsi ons. Sinc e th e . j uni o r  high schools 
had n o  i r1 ..:. s ch oo l  s uspensi on pr ogram as did the hi gh schools, 
the ei ghth grade studen ts' su s p en si on re cord s c ould n ot 
hav e bee n fairly c ompar ed t o  their nin th grad e susp ension 
r ecords. 
Pop u lation of the Studv 
Th e popul ati on f or t his. study wa s a ll junior high and 
high school s t ud ent s  wh o were enr o ll ed in the ba sic ski l ls 
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summer school program. Ther e were fifty-nine junior high 
students an d thirty-seven high school students who began 
the program. Of the ninety-six who were originally enrolled, 
thirty-one junior high s tu d e n ts a nd twen ty -t wo high school 
students were inc l ud ed in this study. 
Twenty-eight junior high school students were eliml.nated 
f rom the s tudy for the fo llowing reason s: fourteen were 
termin a ted from th.e p r ogram, six cou1d' not be· located in 
the school district census, f i ve we re n ot i n  attendance 
. . 
du rin g the eptire school year for both tne 1977-78 a�d 19 78-79 
s c h o o l  years, tw0 tran s f erred· to t he Area vocationa l  School 
program, a nd one giri.t ran�ferred to the school district's 
pregnan t gi rls' program during_ the scl'.1001 year� 
Fifteen hi gJ:i school school s tudents were e liminated 
f rom the study f or the ·following reason s :  six were not 
i n  a t t en dan ce during the en tire scho o l  year for the 1977-
78 and 1 9 7 8 -79 sch oo l  yea rs which were studied, four were 
termin a ted f r om the summer pr ogram, two gir l s  transferred 
t o  the school d i st rict ' s pregn ant gir ls ' progr�m, one 
st ud ent w ent on home study, and on e died ; 
Sample of t�e Pop ulati on 
The sample of the population was made up of thirty-one 
junior hig h students and twen t y-two high schoo � students 
who were in at t endan ce bot h the 1977-78 and 1978-79 school 
years and were enrol l ed in t he basi c skil ls summe r school 
program. 
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O f  the jun ior high s tuden t s ,  ten were males and twen ty-
one were fema l es .  Twen ty-fou r were black; s ix were white; 
and o ne was Oriental . Seven were in grade eight during 
the 1978-79 schoo l year and twenty-four were in grade n ine. 
The high s chool s tuden t s  were compris ed o f  eleven 
mal�s an d eleven fema les . All twen ty-two s t udent s were 
black. Grad e level s were: grade n ine, three; grade ten, 
s ixteen; grade eleven, three; grade t.wel ve,, zero . 
§tatistic a l  An aly s is o f  Data 
A t-tes t was used t o  see if t h ere w a s  any s ignificant 
cha n ge in attendan ce·patterns between the 1977-78 and 1978-
79 s chool year for junior h igh males, junior high females, 
junior high males and females t ogether, high school males, 
high s chool females, a n d  high school males and females 
to�ether. The mean �ttendan ce an d s tan d a rd d eviation w a s  
als o  computed for each group. · 
·At-test was used on the number of in-s chool and ou t-
of-school suspen;:;ions f or. high school ·s tuden ts to s ee if. 
there was a significant change. The rnean an d s tand a rd devia-
tion were also computed. 
No analysis was made of the junior high s tudent s '  
suspeusion rates. An a ccurate comparison coul d n o t  be made 
for those students who were in grade eight during 1977-78 
and grade nine during 1978-79 because the junio r  high 
srihool s do n ot h ave an in-school suspen sion room . The re 
were a n  insignificant n umber of students in the s tudy who 
were in grade s even during 1977-78. The group also had a 
very low rate of s u s p e n s ions. 
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s umma ry 
The s tudy i nvol vec.l f i f ty- three s t udents , th i rty-on e  
j un i or h i gh studen ts an d twenty- two h i gh s choo l s tuden t s , 
who wt:: re pai d to attend a bas i c  s'ki l l s summer sc hool p ro-
gram i n  the De catur S chool District during the s umme r ,  1978 . 
The atten dan ce re cords o f  the two groups we re compared 
to de termine i f  there was a s i gnif i can t imp roveme n t  after 
pa r t i cipat i ng i n  th e ba s ic s kil l s  s umme r  p rog ram for which 
they w e r e  pai d .  
The s u s pen s ion· rec ords , bot h  i n  an d  out of s chool , 
for h igh s chooi s tudents were compare d to dete rmi n e  i f  th e 
. 
... 
s us pen s ion l owe red ·a s a resu l t  o f  par t i ci pat i n g  i n  the 
program . 
CHAPTER I V  
F I NDINGS 
�he Introd u ct i on 
Fr�n an o r i g i n d �  popu l a t i on o f  n i n e ty - s ix s t udents , 
fifty-thre e were in �� u de d  i n  the s t udy . 
Th r ough a man u a l.I! s e a rch o f  the s ch o o l  dis t rict census , 
e ach s t uden t w a: s  i den t i fi e d  as · t o sex, r a c e , and grade 
l e v e l  during the 1 9 �8 - 7 9  s �hool ye a r . 
The s amp le u s ed iwas made up prim a r i l y  of b l ack s t u dent s . 
There w e r e  more j·unipr h igh � chool fema l es than ma l es 
in the s tudy, but atjl the high s ch o o l  l evel, t here were 
an equa l numbe r o f  ma l es and fema l es . · 
Ra ce 
B l a c k  
. .  
Cau c a sian 
Orie n t a l  
Tot a l 
TAB LE 1 
RAca: AND S E X  OF . S TUDENTS 
N THE · SAMPLE 
Junior f-:l iah Hi ah 
Ma l e  Fema le Mal e  
8 1 6  1 1  
' 
2 4 0 
I! 
r;I 
0 1 0 
' 
1 0  2 1  1 1  
S chool 
Fema l e  
11 
0 
0 
1 1  
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S t a t i s t i c a l  An a l ys i s  o f  Dat a  
Thi s s tudy u s e d  a t - te s t t o  de te rmi ne i f · any s ign i f i c �n t  
d i f fe rence oc curred i n  a t te n dan ce patte rn s  fo� s tuden t s  
be tween t h e  1 9 77 - 7 8  a n d  1 97 8 -79 s chool y � � rs � 
Al l d a t a  was an a l y z e d  w i th a s t a t i s t i c a l c a l c u l a t or . 
Tab le 2 ind i ca t e � the va r i ance b e tween the 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  
a n d  19 7 8 - 79 s choo l y e a r  f o r  a l l j un i o r  h i gh s tbd en t s . 
TAB LE 2 
ANALYS I S  OF .  1 9 7 7 - 7 8  AN D 1 978-79 S CHOOL YEAR 
ATTENDAN CE FOR J UN I O R  H I GH S TUDENTS 
Ye a r s 
1977-78 1 7 . 1 1  
t 
1 2 . 76 
1 1 . 7 3 
1 . 0 l a 
1 9 78-79 1 5. 6 7  
a Not s i gn i f i c a n t . t . O S for 3 0  df - 2 . 0 4 
. 
The res u l t s  of the t-tes t show the t - ra t i o  o f  1 . 0 1 .  
At 3 0  degre e s  of fre edom , a t �rat i o  of 2 . 04 ' i s requ i re d 
for s i gn i fi can ce at t he . O S l e ve l . S i n ce 1 . 0 l · i s l e s s  than 
2 . 0 4 , we mus t a ccept the n u l l hypothes i s . There i s  no 
s i gn i f i can t  d i f fere n ce i n  att endan ce p a t t e rn� f o r  the two 
years for j un i or h i gh s tudent s . 
Tab l e  3 c ompa re s  the f ema l e  attendan c e  pa:t t P. rn s  f o r  the 
two s choo l ye a r s . The re s u l t s  of the t - t e s t s h ow the t-
r a t i o  of . 8 3 .  A t  2 0  degre e s  of f re edom , a t - r a t i o  o f  
2 . 0 8 6  i s  requ i re d  f o r  s i gn i f i c a n c e  a t  t h e  . O S leve l .  The r e -
f ore , we mus t  a c cept the n u l l  hypo the s i s t h a t  there is  no 
s i gni f i can t  d i f f e r en ce he tween the two years f o r  j un i o r  
Pa g e  2 3  
h i gh sch oo l  f emal e att endanc P. . 
TAB LE 3 
ANALYS I S  OF. 1 977-78 a nd . 1 9 ' 1 n - t ':1  !:> CHOOL Y E AR 
ATTENDAN CE FOR J UN I OR H I GH  FF.MAI,ES 
Yea r Me a n  s 
1 977- 7 8  1 7 . 92 13. 87 
1 9 7 8 -79 1 6 . 5 4  12 . 7 1 
a Not s ig nif ica nt . t . 0 5 for df = 2 . 0 8 6  
t 
. 8 3a 
T able 4 comp a r e s  th e at t e n dan ce rat e s  f o r  t h e  ttVo s c h o o l  
year s f o r  juni o r h i qh s cho Ql na l e s . 
TABLE 4 
ANALYS I S  OF 1 977 -78 AND 1 978 - 7 9  S CHOOL YEAR 
ATTENDANCE . FOR JUN I OR H IGH MAL E S  
Yea r 
1 977-78 
1 978 -79 
Mea n 
1 5 . 5 4 
1 4 . 3 1  
s 
9 . 9 9 
9 . 3 5  
a Not s ig n if i ca nt . t . O S for 9 df - 2 . 2 62 
t 
. 4 7 a  
The i·e s u l  t s  of · the t - t e s t i n  Tab l e  4 s how t h e  t - ra t i o  
o f  . 4 7 .  At 9 d e gre e s  o f  f r e e dom , a t - �ati o . 6f 2 . 2 62 i s  
req u i r e d  f o r  s i g n i f i can ce a t  t h e  . 0 5 l eve l . S i nce . 4 7 f a l l s  
wi th i n  the r an ge o f  2 . 26 2 , w e  m u s t a c cept t h e  n u l l  hypot h e -
s i s  t ha t  t he re i s  n o  s i gn i f icdnt d i f fe ra n ce i n  a t t en d a n c e  
pa t t e r n s  f o r  t h e  two y e a c s . 
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s chool s tu d e n t s  for the two s choo l y�ars . 
TABLE 5 
ANALY S I S  OF 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  AND 1 9 7 8 - 7 9  S CHOOL YEAR 
ATTENDAN CE FOR H I GH S CHOOL S TUDENTS 
Ye a r  Mean s 
1 9 7 7 - 7 8  1 5 . 4 0 10 . 59 
1 9 7 8 - 7 9  1 7 . 8 8 1 5 . 6 9  
a Not s i qn i f i can t . t . 0 5  for 2 1  df = 2 . 0 7 9 6  
t 
- 1 . 0 3 a  
Th e r e s u l t s  o f  the t - t e s t  s hows the re s u l t s  of - 1 . 0 3 .  
At 2 1  deg r e e s  o f  f re e d om ,  � t - r at i o of 2 . 0 7 9 6  i s  requi red 
[ o r  s i gn i f i c a ri c e  a t  the . 0 5 l e ve l . S i nce - 1 . 0 3 i s  l e s s  
th a n  2 . 0 7 9 6 , we mu s t a c c e p t  the n u l l  hypo t he s i s  tha t t h e r e  
is  no s i g n i f i can t d i f f e r e n c e  i n  att e ndan ce p a t t e rn s f o r  
the two s ch oo l  y e a r s f o r  h i gh s choo l s t ud e n t s . 
Tab l e  6 c omp a r e s  the a t t e ndan ce rate f o r  the two y e a r s  
f o r  h i gh s choo l fema l e s . 
TABLE 6 
ANALYS I S  OF 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  AND 1 9 7 8 - 7 9  S CH OOL YEAR 
ATTEN DAN CE FOR H I GH S CHOOL FEMALE S · .  
Ye a r  Mean s 
1 9 7 7 - 7 8  1 7 . 0 4 1 2 . 1 9  
1 9 7 8 - 7 9  1 4 . 7 7 1 1 . 5 2  
t 
1 . 0 5 a 
--------
a Not S i g n i f i c a n t . t . 0 5 f o r  1 0  d f  = 2 . 2 2 8  
Th e re s u l t s  o f  the t - te s t  i n  Tab l e  6 s h ow the t - r a t i o  o f  
�age 2 5  
1 . 0 5 .  At 2 0  d e gr e e s  o f  f r e e dom , a t - r at i o  o f  2 . 2 2 8  i s  
requ i r e d f o r  s i gn i f i can c e  a t t h e  . 0 5 l evel . The re f ore , we 
mus t accept the nu l l  hypoth e s i s tha t t h e re i s  n o  � i gn i f i ­
c a n t  d i f fe rence be twe en t h e  two y e a r s  f o r  h i gh s c hoo l 
y e a r s . 
F i n a l l y , Tab l e  7 c omp are s t h e  a t ten dan ce � a t e s  f o r  
h i gh s c ho o l  ma l e s  f o r  the two s ch o o l  ye a rs . 
TAB LE 7 
ANALYSIS OF '! 9 7 7 - 7 8  AND 1 9 7 R - 7 9  S CHOOL YEAR 
ATTENDAN CE FOR HI GH S CHOOL MALES . 
Yea r Me a n  s 
1 9 7 7- 7 8  1 3 . 7 7 8 . 9 9  
. .  
1 9 7 8 - 7 9  2 1 . 0 0 1 9 . o s ·  
a Not s i gn i f i c an t . t . 0 5 f or 1 0  d f  = 2 . 2 2 8  
. 
t 
- 1 . 8 7 a  
The re s u lts o f the t - te s t  s how n o  s i gn i f i can t di f f e ren ce . 
The n ull hypothe s i s . i s a c cepted . : 
The f i n a l  c omp ar i s on s a r e  made o f s u s pen s i on r at e s , 
b o t h  i n - s cho o l an d o u t- o f - s ch o o l  f o r  h i gh s choo l ma l e s  an d 
f e ma l e s  t o g e t h e r .  
Tab l e  8 s h ows a n  a n a l ys i s  o f  the two s chool years for 
i n - s c h o o l  s us pe n s i o n s  f o r  a l l  h i gh s choo l s t urle n1: s . 
TAB LE 8 
ANALYS I S  OF 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  AN D  1 9 7 8 - 7 9  I N- S CHOOL 
S US PENS I ONS F'OR ALL H I GH S CHOOL S TUDENTS 
Yea r 
1 9 7 7 - 7 8  
1 9 7 8 - ? g  
Me an 
1 . 2 5 
1 - ? 1 
s 
2 . 1 8 
1 .  7 q  
t 
. O n a  
P a g e  2 6  
a Not . s i gn i f i c an t .  t . 05 f o r  2 1  d f  = 2 . 0 7 9 6  
As Tab l e 8 i n d i c a t e s , t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  the t - t e s t s how a 
t - r a t i o  o f  . •  0 6 . A t  2 1  J e g re e s  o f f ree dom , a t - r at i o  o f  
2 . 0 7 9 6  i s  req u i r e d  f o r  s i q n i f i c a n ce a t  the . 0 5 l e ve l . 
S i n ce . 0 6 i s  l e s s  than 2 . 0 7 9 6 , we mu s t accept th e n u l l  h y -
pthes i s . No s i g n i f i c a n t  di f f e r e n c e  e x i s ts i n  in - s choo l 
s us pe n s i on r a t e s  for t h e  two years . 
Tab l e  9 shows the an a ly s f o r  the two s chool y e a r s  
for out- o f - s choo l s u s pe n s i on f o r  h i gh s chool s t uden t s . 
Th e res u l t s  o f  ·th e t - te s t  s how · a t - r a t i o o f  - • 80 . 
At 2 1  degrees o�  f re e dom , a t - rati o o f  2 . 07 9 6  wou l d he 
requi red for s i qn i f i c an c e  al the . 05 leve l . 
TABLE 9 
ANALYSIS OF OUT- OF-S CHOOL S USPENS IONS 
. FOR ALL H I GH S CHOOL STUDENTS 
Yea r  Me an s 
1 9 7 7 - 7 8  . 9 9 1 .  5 4  
1 9 7 8 - 7 9  1 . 5 4  3 � 09 
a Not s i gn i f i c a n t  t . 05 f o r  2 1  d f  = 2 . 0 7 9 6  
t 
- . 8 0 
The n u l l hyµothe s i s  s h ow that the r e i s  not s i g n i f i c an ce 
be tween the o u t- o f - s choo l s uspen s i on r a t e s  f o r  the two 
y e a r s  mus t qe ac cep t e d .  
CHAPTER V 
F I ND INGS AND RE COMMENDATI ONS 
Fi ndings 
1 .  No s i gn i f i c a n t  d i f fe ren c e  ex i s ted at th e . 0 5 le vel 
of con f i de n c e  fo r attendance c ompa r i s on for a n y  o f  th e 
s tudent groups . As a r e s ult , Hypoth e s i s  1 wh i ch s t ated 
that no s i gn i f i can t di f f e re n c e  a t the . O S  leve l of 
.. 
s i gni fica n ce would oc cu r b e tween th e 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  s chool y � a r  
and the 197 8 - 7 9  s chool y e a r  at tendan ce records for groups 
of jun i or high and h i gh s chool s tudents wa s a c c�pted . 
2 .  No s ignificant dif ference at the . O S l evel o f  
con f i d en ce w a s  f ound f o r  the sus pen s ion rat e s  for h i gh 
s chool s tuden ts . The re f ore , Hypothe s i s  2 which s tated 
th at no s ign i f i ca n t  dif f erence at the . O S l eve l of 
s i gn i f i cance wo u l d  o c c u r  between the 1 9 7 7 - 7 8  and 1 9 7 8 - 7 9  
" 
s u � p c n s i on �ecords fo r h i gh s choo l s t ud�n t s  was a c cepted . 
Re c ommendat i on s  
Li t t l e  re s ear ch has been done t o  d i s cover · the 
pos i t i ve or n ega tive i n f l uen c e  of pay i ng students to attend 
s c hool . 
The res ea rch in th l s  pape r· s h ows n o  s ignific an t 'in cr� a s e  
i ri  att endan c e  o r  i mp r ovemen t in sus pen s ion r at e s  for the 
s tud e n t s  who p a rt i c i pate d in the Decatur S ch oo l  Distr i c t  
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b a s i c  s k i l l s s umme r s chool progr am .  
I t  i s  re c ommended that the . drea o f  t! ompe n s a t i n g  s t u­
den t s  t o · a t te n d  s c h'oo l be c on t i nuous ly res e a r ched in the 
f uture to l ea rn i f  there i s  ·any e du c at i on a l  bene f i t  to th e 
s t uden t . 
W o r t h i n g t on , Dr . , 
A S o l u t i on . " 
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